
 

 

 
 

IV 1 

 

 

BURR RIDGE ZONING ORDINANCE 

 

SECTION IV 

GENERAL REGULATIONS 
 

 

 
J. FENCES 

 
Fences are permitted and may be obstructions in yards (for purposes of this Section the term 
"yards" shall not be limited to the required yards set forth in this Zoning Ordinance but also 
shall include all unobstructed open areas on a lot) or courts as regulated herein. 
 
1. Fences, Open -- in residence districts only  

 
a. Fences in residential districts shall be not more than five feet in height 

measured from the ground level at the lowest grade level within five feet of 
either side of the fence. 

 
b. Such fences shall be permitted, unless otherwise provided herein, along the 

rear lot line and along the side lot lines extending no further toward the front 
of the lot than the rear wall of the principal building on the lot.  Except, 
however, on corner lots such fences shall extend not nearer to the corner side 
lot line than the required corner side yard setback.  (Amended by Ordinance 
A-834-13-11) 

 
Figure IV.J.1.b Permitted Residential Fence Locations 

 

  

 
c. All fence posts and all supports must face the interior of the property on 

which it is located.   
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d. Chain link, solid, barbed wire and fences which are electrically charged to 
produce a shock when touched are specifically prohibited.  

 
e. All fences in residential districts shall be open fences as defined by Section 

XIV and as depicted below (Amended by Ordinances A-834-09-01 and A-
834-13-11).  Open fences are defined as a fence, including gates, which has, 
for each one foot wide segment extending over the entire length and height 
of the fence, 50 percent of the surface area in open spaces which afford 
direct views through the fence. 
 

Figure IV.J.1.e Graphic Definition of Open Fence 
 

 
 

“A” must be equal to or greater than “B” 

 
1. Fences -- in non-residence districts 

 
Fences in non-residential districts, unless specifically required by other provisions of 
this Ordinance, may only be provided if they comply with the following provisions:   

 
a. Fences in non-residential districts, unless otherwise required by this 

Ordinance, shall be considered special uses and shall be subject to 
compliance with Section XIII.K of this Ordinance except as modified herein. 

 
b. The standards for consideration of a special use pertaining to a non-

residential fence shall be limited to the standards referenced as b, c, d, and h 
in Section XIII.K.7 of this Ordinance and reiterated as follows: 

 
i. The establishment, maintenance, or operation of the special use will 

not be detrimental to, or endanger the public health, safety, morals, 
comfort, or general welfare. 
 

ii. The special use will not be injurious to the uses and enjoyment of 
other property in the immediate vicinity for the purposes already 
permitted, nor substantially diminish or impair property values 
within the neighborhood in which it is to be located. 
 

iii. The establishment of the special use will not impede the normal and 
orderly development and improvement of the surrounding property 
for uses permitted in the district. 
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iv. The special use shall, in other respects, conform to the applicable 
regulations of the district in which it is located, except as such 
regulations may, in each instance, be modified pursuant to the 
recommendations of the Plan Commission or, if applicable, the 
Zoning Board of Appeals. 

 
c. The location, height, design, and type of fence shall comply with the 

standards for residential fences contained in Section IV.J.1 above, except as 
may be specifically authorized by conditions for approval of the special use.  

 
2. Fences for Swimming Pools 

 
As regulated in the other codes and ordinances of the Village. 

 
 


